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https://www.catchments.ie/





A brief introduction in 4 minutes!

What is a healthy water catchment?

This short 4min clip explains all

https://vimeo.com/456880739

https://vimeo.com/456880739


https://www.catchments.ie/blue-dot-catchments-working-to-let-life-thrive-in-some-of-our-wildest-waters/



Small Streams  - where it all starts!

• Represent 77% of the length of the Irish river 
network

• Located within the headwaters of rivers

• Narrow channel widths generally <3m

https://www.catchments.ie/the-importance-of-the-small-stream-network-in-ireland/







Importance of Small streams

• Spawning and nursery habitat for salmon 
and trout

• Water for emerging biodiversity

• Sensitive water creatures – mayflies, 
stoneflies, freshwater pearl mussel

• Tourism & recreation

• They make for beautiful, peaceful  places

Threats to small streams

• Pollution

• Drainage

• Land changes e.g. 
infrastructure, housing, roads

• Climate change – drying out



Healthy Stream 
• natural bank-side vegetation
• partial shade
• pools and riffles

… all enhance fishery and wildlife habitat.

Unhealthy river corridor



Moving along the river 
and the emerging 

riparian zone 

• The place where water meets land 
habitats – naturally ecologically 
rich areas

• Includes the riverbank and 
surrounding vegetation

• Has vegetation typical of river 
margins such as Willow, Alder Trees, 
Meadow sweet, Water mint, Reeds

• Fish - trout, insects - dragonflies, 
animals – otter, ducks, moorhens



A healthy riparian 
zone

• Provides habitats for animals, birds, insects

• Provides food and shade for fish

• Bank stability 

• Flood control

• Temperature regulation 

• Wildlife corridors 

• Pollution, sediment and nutrient trapping coming from surrounding land

Inland Fisheries Ireland



Biodiversity in and around the riparian zone



Invasive species live here also





https://invasivespeciesireland.com/



Connectivity and 
Wildlife corridors

• Wildlife corridors are areas of 
vegetation that allow wildlife to 
travel from one area to the next

• A corridor provides shelter, food 
and protection from predators

• A continuum for wildlife – birds, 
bats, fish, insects, animals







Building Meitheal around water

• Promoting catchment management thinking

• Facilitating conversations and projects around
rivers and the water environment

• Support understanding and training around local
waters

➢Supporting local people implement local projects

➢Community Water Development Fund Projects

➢Local Awareness Initiatives

➢Community Consultations

➢Development and support of Catchment Based Groups

➢Citizen Science

➢Developing links with other agencies to support communities

Community Water Officers can assist by;





Potential sources of Support

LEADER LAWPRO

https://lawaters.ie/



• Community Environment Action Fund – Local Agenda 21

• Community Enhancement Programme

• LA Sports Grants 

• Heritage /Conservation Grants

• Community Facilities Remedial Works Scheme

• Arts Grant Scheme

• Festivals and Events Schemes

• Scheme of Capital Grants

• TidyTowns Grant Scheme

• Local Improvement Scheme

• Creative Ireland – Community Grant Scheme

• Municipal District Grants

• Anti litter/ Anti Grafitti Schemes

• Mens’/Community Sheds

• Creative Ireland Community Grant Scheme

https://www.gov.ie/en/service/apply-for-the-community-environment-action-fund/
https://www.gov.ie/en/policy-information/e669d7-community-enhancement-programme/


Water quality can be linked to many of the SDG



EPA Catchments website www.catchments.ie
LAWPRO website www.watersandcommunities.ie
Stories from Waterside website www.storiesfromthewaterside.ie
National Biodiversity Data Centre  https://www.biodiversityireland.ie/
Older Maps http://map.geohive.ie/
Inland Fisheries Ireland https://www.fisheriesireland.ie/
National Parks and Wildlife https://www.npws.ie/maps-and-data

Resources

http://www.catchments.ie/
http://www.watersandcommunities.ie/
http://www.storiesfromthewaterside.ie/
https://www.biodiversityireland.ie/
http://map.geohive.ie/
https://www.fisheriesireland.ie/
https://www.npws.ie/maps-and-data


Thank You

Karen Kennedy

Community Water Officer

kkennedy@lawaters.ie

085 8085495

mailto:kkennedy@lawaters.ie

